This disease is called by many the disease of old age, as formerly it was more particularly noticed in persons of advanced years, but at the present day we find the middleaged and even the young affected by it. Many of the textbooks of our speciality consider it hereiditary, or constitutional, or bone disease arising from a scrofulous diathesis.
The result, from whatever cause, is most disastrous to the teeth, and in many cases to the health of the patient, for one by one the teeth become loose from loss of bony support, and 
